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PREFACE

In course of writing historical dramas, I had to go into
deep study in regard to various characters and events. William
Tayler, Commissioner of Patna in 1857, was one of such
characters which attracted me most. Incidentally, I came across
a book entitled, ‘Thirtyeight Years in India™—a book written
by William Tayler himself in two volumes published in 1881-82
from England. It is a book in which Tayler has given a}l
Jetails about himself during his stay in India. It contains his
follies ‘and wisdom, administrative weaknesses and abilities,
joys and pains, hollowness of British justice, reforms brought
out during the carly period of the English rule, gcngmphu}al
and botanic¢al study of places and plants, etc. etc. His descrip-
tions are attractive. The book is very useful for those who want
to study the early days of the East India Company. The

present volume is the abridged and edited form of Tayler's
book. :

William Tayler was the youngest among his seventeen
brothers and sisters. It was merely a chance that he got the
Indian writership for which he neither tried nor was interested
as India was considered ‘an abominable country and its peoplc
devoured by mosquitoes and killed by cholera’. Thi::. was the
imprtssinnlin' England. A friend of Tayler has nbta!ned the
Indian writership, but did not like to come to India due to
some changed circumstances. He appmgch:d :I"ayln: whelh:r
he was interested. Tayler had to convey his decision immedia-
tely so that the writership could be transferred to him ‘whcr was
Jeast interested to leave England. Buta cerlnm'fascma‘tmn in
this novelty prompted Tayler tu.accept the Indian writership
which actually changed his entire carcer. Later on, he became
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X Preface

a giant of history for his so-called ‘violent and unwise pro-
ceedings’ during the Mutiny of 1857 at Patna.

After completion of necessary formalities, he left on voyage
for India by the “Victory® vessel. There were other English men
and women numbering twentytwo on the board. Miss C.
Palmer was one of them. It was this beautiful girl who later on
married William Tavler in India and shared latter’s joys and
SOITOWS,

William Tayler arrived in Calcutta in 1829 when Lord
William Bentinck was the Governor-General of India and who
had the credit to abolish the age-old ‘Sutee’ system among the
Hindus and who effected other important reforms. Tayler had
great admiration for Lord Bentinck for his high character and
noble aims. Lady William Bentinck loved Tayler as her son—
particularly because of his love for drawing goaod sketches.

Lady Willam was instrumental in the marriage of Tayler
with Miss Palmer and allowed the use of a part of her bungalow
in the Government Park for their honeymoon. Lord William
lent some money to Tayler as an additional assistance. Tayler
was appointed Assistant to the Commissioner of Cuttack where
he went by Sea. He detected a person who had killed a minor
girl. It was an adventure but he was sorry to find that it met a
failure of justice when the culprit was acquitted by the court.

Next he was appointed to officiate as Magistrate and
Collector of Burdwan on a higher pay. He speaks of the
commencement of Railway transit at Burdwan when the train
first moved on amidst a great crowd. He also gives a history

of the Thugee in which some persons of the court were found
involved. He carried out some reforms in the revenue system
in Burdwan and adjoining Districts. This led to some contro-
versy.

During his time T. B. Macaulay arrived as a legal member
of Governor General’s council in 1834, His arrival was an
important event as he took lead in all important questions
then under discussion. Macaulay took up the question -of
censorship of the Indian press in his own way.

Later o Tayler was appointed a Magistrate at Howrah on
the other side of the river Hoogli. He received an information
that a burglary was to be committed at a certain place. He
himsell went to the spot at night at the risk of his life and

Preface o

caught hold of some of the criminals. His daring work struck
terror among the criminal who rejoiced much when Tayler
left.

Tayler exposed ‘officialism’ and ‘favouritism’ in official
business more than once. He was himself a victim when the
matter of appointment of Registrar arose. He was not appoint-
ed to that post of the Sudder Board because of his ‘love of the
fine arts’, He was sent as Magistrate to Kishnaghur in the
District of Nadia. Here he explains the horrors of dacoity
which was rampant in the District. The dacoits had gangs with
the regular gradation of commanders. Tayler applied all
measures to tone down the awful crime of dacoity. He says
that the Daroga and his colleagues of the police station were
creating more terror. Tayler took prompt action in suspending
a police officer who was in league with the criminals.

In 1845, he joined as Post Master-Genaral. He brought
improvement in the despatch and delivery of letters in and
about Calcutta. He submitted to the Government a long and
claborate report on the condition of the post office dept. and
recommended a complete change of the system. He also recom-
mended the introduction of compulsory pre-payment and the
use of stamps instead of cash, He made tours between Calcutta
and Benaras in the capacity of Post Master-Gereral. The first
tour was in 1847-48 through the Grand Trunk Road to Benaras
by road and he returned by the river Ganges in boats.

He also visited Nepal and gives a vivid description of the
king, the people and the area. It was Tayler who managed
Sunday as Holiday for Postal employees.

He succeded H. Brownlow as judge at Arrah. In 1834,
Mr. Halliday was made Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal and
he intimated his intention of paying an official visit to .A.r_rah.
Due preparation was made for the arrival of Hallid‘ay. Haﬁ“ldl}‘
saw and examined everything, attended a public meeting of
great display and laid the first stone of a charitable dispensary
which Tayler had organised and for which wealthy pcf::plc had
dopated about Rupees twenty-five thousand. Halliday left
Arrah fully satisfied, and on way he senta letter to Tayler
appreciating his Urdu speech. Tayler had a peaceful time for

five years at Arrah, where he made many friends.
Halliday informed Tayler that the latter was to take charge
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as Commissioner at Patna, Tayler left Arrah with sad hnm:t.
He kept on coming and going to Arrah. The first revolt in
Arrah jail took place during his Cnmmissinncrsh‘ip. Some per-
sons were injured and Killed. Tayler was staying at Arrah at
that time with his friends. When he heard about !his revolt,
he rushed alone to the jail with a single pistol, which was un-
Joaded and without any ammunition. The boldness of Tayler
and timely arrival of Babu Kunwer Singh, a respeclable
Zamindar of Jagdishpur, calmed down the revolt.

Tayler made out a plan for education of the masses to
secure their confidence. It involved liberal assistance from rich
people. On this point difference arose between Tay!:!- un:d
Halliday. The bitterness went on growing. The suspicion of
Tavler that he was being removed from Patna was cnnﬁrmf:d_,l
buE he was retained there which proved worst for him during
the days following. |

There was serious alarm at Patpa. There was excitement at
Danapur Cant. Every one looked to Tayler for orders, ﬂd\flfe
and instruction. The Lt. Governor of Bengal was always dis-
couraging Tayler who took all precautions to save the Enghsh'
people at Patna. The result was that Tayler was removed from
Commissionership of Patna after the mutiny was over. He was
allowed a meagre subsistence allowance. Charges wtr:’_framgci
apainst Tayler by Sir Halliday and submitted to the Supreme
Government. Mr. Samuells, friend of Halliday, became the next
Commissioner of Patna. Later on this Samuells also bscame
enemy of Tayler. Tayler made an appeal to the Governor-
General Lord Canning who rejected it. After seven months of
torture, Tayler was informed that he had been appointed Civil
and Sessions Judge of Mymensingh some six hundred miles
away from Patna. It was notorious for its damp and unhealthy
climate. Tayler joined the new-post. But he was not happy as
it was an enforced punishment. In the mean time, Tayler made
a second appeal. The pecuniary difficulties were increasing.
His prestige was at stake due to the removal from the Com-
missionership, So being utterly frustrated, William Tayler sent
in the resignation which was received with general regret by all
his friends.

He started a legal agency at Patna, This was received well

by all who knew his ideas, He took up important cases and

Pfffﬂf!‘ xiii

was soon a well-known Barrister. His pecuniary condition
improved. Finally after a stay of 38 years in India having the
investment of forty grand children, William Tayler left for
England by the vessel “The Golconda.’

William Tayler was a successful administrator but his
actions at Patna were not justified by his superior officer Sir
Halliday. Tayler had good friends like Dr. Alexandar Duff,
General Mackenzie, Sir Arthur Cottel, Sir James Elphinstone,
Hon. Talbot, Sir Vincent Eyre, Sir J. Kaye, Col. Malleson, etc.
etc. Tayler saw the reigns of eight Governors-General from
Lord William Bentinck to Lord Lawrence. Tayler witnessed
numerous incidents and adventures, official, personal, tragic
and comic from grave to gay, from lively to severe throughout
the period from 1829 to 1867. | _

He was a gifted a stage-actor, and always carried materials
with him to draw sketches of persons and things. His accounts
are lively. The present English knowing readers may not agree
with some of his spellings and construction of sentences, b?t
these have been preserved in the present book as were found in

Tayler’s memoirs. | '
YI am grateful to Mr. K. M. Mittal of M/S. Mittal

Publications, who not only agreed to publish this book but gave
valuable suggestions to me. [ am aﬁlsu grat::ful to my wife
Manorama Devi, sons Ashok .Pnyadaﬁh:. Kumar tha;i:‘
Rakshit who rendered all fa:iliu:s_ to complete the boo

Lastly, I extend my gratitude to Jagdish Lal (AIR Darbhanga)

who helped me a lot in the preparation of the press copy.

CHATURBHUIJ

— T
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ONE

INDIAN WRITERSHIP

In the spring of 1829 I was staying in the house of a friend
in Devonshire who held a writership, and expected to go very
shortly to India. His father was bed-ridden through protracted
and hopeless disease. His mother and sisters were in the house.
One morning, after breakfast, my friend came into the room
where I was sitting, and told me his father had just died; that he
had left him £ 800 a year, and he, therefore, intended to remain in
England; adding, ‘I have no idea of going to that abominable
country, to be devoured by mosquitos and killed by cholera™.
Then, suddenly, and evidently on the spur of the moment,
turning to me, he said, ‘‘By-the-bye, would you like to have my
appointment?” Seeing that I treated the offer as a joke, he
added. “I really mean it, and am sure it could be managed. |
will fetch my mother”. He then left the room, and in a few
minutes returned with his good mother, who confirmed what
he said; but added, that if [ wished to accept the appointment
I must make up my mind at once, as she considered it a point
of honour to inform the Director who had given it, without
delay of her son’s decision. Here was an anxious and bewilder-
ing moment! Never had [ dreamed of leaving England. [ had
been educated at the Charterhouse; had kept my first term at
Christchurch: looked forward to academical honours; and my
dear mother had made up her mind that [ was to become Lord
High Chancellor, or Archbishop of Canterbury, at least! Far
away from her, from all my relations and friends, with littls
real knowledge of what an Indian carcer offered or contained,
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, Memoirs of William Tay/e,
with a few minutes only for reflection or argument. T had (o
decide a question which allected my whulq future life ang
prospects. It was a crisis; but there was a certain fascination {,
the novelty presented. Speaking as a Mahomedan, I should say
my “kismut”, or destiny, impelled me; speaking as a Christian,
I say that God guided me. | gave my consent, the bargain was
closed. and the kind old lady wrote her letter.

Often have I amused mysell with the reflection that, byt
for this, which most would call, accident; had I not been in
that house at that particular moment; had not my volatile
friend been imbued with horror at the idea of mosquitos and
cholera, and had not the appointment been held by the mother
on conditions which enabled her to transfer it, I should never
have seen India; never have met the wife with whom I have
passed more than fifty years of uninterrupted happiness: the
fprtj.- grand-children whom I now possess would never have seen
th? licht, and Patna would not have been endangered by my
“violent and unwise procesdings” in the Mutiny of 1857,

When the Director’s assent was received, [ started for
London. It was one of those years in which extra writers were
required, and twenty appointments were given to candidates
who had not been to the preparatory college at Hayleybury
but Who were prepared to pass the required examination, g

e appﬂimmm:m tk_e Director who had consented to transfer
—2 Kind old gentleman, who gave me excellent

counsel, and, above all ot ' i
rice as possible when | rt::;::'{“ﬂﬂ;;:d”“ﬂd i o
The next step was the examin
accompanied b
describe it,
The ceremony
Leadenhall Streer.

ation, and, as this ordeal was
v rather an amusing incident, 'T will briefly

took place at the olg “India House”, in

Cantab, were deputed

in '-'r'hir:: Tl::t tllowed 10 send in a lisp of eT;i. h:{: ﬂl:f:
€xami 7 Were willing, for disti : OKS
ned. nction’s sake. to be

3

Indian Writership
umbugging the examiners. The conse-

] ove
quence was, that [ was subjected to an extra ordeal, to pr

i ts. This was, perhaps,
‘tv of my professed - acquirements.
:'::I:l:ﬂ;:: as the result, being favourable, helped to save me

ranﬂtl?:f:;:nl?f:l was a paper in algebra. Now I had been

ither
educated at the Charterhouse, and had never l:at:]']r;zdm::::unt
mathematics or algebra, and some thought tﬁha:lnn sy
o o help for it, however,
I might be spun. There was n s
I so, when the paper
could not be learned in a day or S0 sl
i vings, on a scparatc piece,
before me, I wrote, with many misgt
“I have never learned algebra’; then, undm:;ath, I drew some
1 rs altogether.
absurd caricatures, and left the papers ‘

Shortly afterwards we retired to a sideboard in the room t!::
eat some sandwiches, and while there, I saw on¢ of -the :xa‘mz
ners approach my table; it was a Mrmiﬂ mnf_n:nt, h:. r:us:.-j
my paper and read the fatal words; but immediately afterwar _s
he took up my artistic performances, _th:n quietly bcckunec:l h‘lg
fellow examiner, and, to my great delight, [ saw them both iIn

fits of laughter! _
To this auspicious interl

my successful examination 1

to some extent, [ was h

ude of the comic, combined with
n the Classics, I attribute the happy
issue. Not only was I not plucked, but passed second on thF
list, the first place being taken by Mr. Pvcroft (now Sir
Thomas), who, like a “good boy”, did know algebra, and who

was up in all the subjects. ‘ ‘
It is a curious fact that, while caricature helped me out of a

difficulty on this occasion, in subsequent years, as will be sh;_:wu
hereafter, it led, during another examination, to a SErious
disaster. AL )

Next morning the passengers all set off to the **Victory',
which was lying at anchor at the usual distance from the pier;

one large party went together in a yacht; others in smaller
vessels; my brother and I chose a boat and went together,
rowed by a rough old sailor, who amused us, as far as we could
be amused, by his quaint remarks.

We went together on board, and as we stepped up the
ladder we caught sight of a party of ladies and g:PIlemEn,
among whom was Miss C. Palmer, now my wife and joint pro-

prietor of the forty grandchildren.

Al B e

S il

[ T — "‘_E =

li—
am

T N e e T T

|
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p Memoirs of William Tayler

. M“Ecr'lniuking at her, my brother suddenly turned to me and
f.ald,h William, you're done for™ little, perhaps, really imagin
ing how soon and how surely his anticipation o

ations w
fulfilled. ; el
_ The sentence was curiously prophetic, and received addj-
t:]nnal strength from the fact that many others, having heard
]t.; at a remarkably pretty girl was to be a fellow-passenger, and
.r;;uwmg lh.at I was not inaccessible to beauty, had, some in
joke, some in earnest, uttered the same prediction.

TWO

THE VOYAGE

At length the moment of departure arrived. Friends and
relations took their leave amidst smiles and tears; my own dear
brother descended into his boat, the anchor was raised, and the
buoyant *“Victory” hoisted sail, and swept outwards on her
course.

The wind was fair, and the sea at first tolerably smooth; but
undulation soon commenced. Mental sufferings gave way 10
physical discomfort, sympathy was displaced by sickness, and
we neophytes saw little of one another for the succeeding four-
and-twenty hours, which were occupied, at least by some, in
paying tribute to Neptune. When we did, however, meet, which
was at the ““witching hour” of dinner about the third day, We
discovered, to our mutual satisfaction, that, although there were
some absentees, we were a large and, as all, I fancy, considered,
a pl:asant-lnnking party.

There was Captain Farquharson, who commanded the ship,
his wife, and brother, a young civilian; Mr. H. Palmer, with
two unmarried sisters; Mr. C. Palmer, with his wife; Yernon
Jillard, of the 16th Lancers, engaged to another sister in India.
These formed in themselves a large party. Then there was Mrs.
McNabb, mother of the present Mrs. John Walter, with a
young friend under her charge; Miss Raikes, Miss Wrist, and
Miss Diggle, unmarried damsels; an old gentleman, Captain
Smith, with his young wife; Major O’Halloran, an Irish officer,
with two young sisters; Colonel Anstruther, Licutenants Eustace
and Simpson; and, lastly, Pierce Taylor, companion of my
cabin, a writer like myself, brother of the now well-known
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General Reynell Taylor, of Punjab renown,—the whole  assem-
blage numbering twenty-two souls.

Lawyer S—was a burly, stout man, 5““‘““'“*“‘ Fﬂlnluﬂi.un
about the body and waist. He was fond of bathing; and, with
his usual contemplative ingenuity, had devised a new and sensa-
tional mode of lavation. He would appear with the upper
section of his person in a state of semi-nudity, the nether
portion enveloped in that special description of Turkish trouser
which in India we call “pyejamehs”, Thus attired, he would
take up his position under the poop of the vessel, with his Jegs
stretched out, while a sailor, standing above with several
buckets, at a given signal, dashed the cold water violently over
his head. |

Anything more artistically delicious than this group it is
difficult to conceive; and its frequent repetition was too much
for a temperament painfully susceptible of the ridiculous, as I,
unfortunately, am. My evil genius suggested an addition to the
ceremony; and one morning, just as the performance was
c?ming off, T went up to the poop, obtained a broom, and, stan-
ding by the side of the sailor who was to pour the water, just
as the stream descended on Lawyer S—, scrubbed his head
violently with the broom, and then rapidly moved aside to watch
the effect of the manoeuvre,

Tl_m attitude and expression of the old gentleman, the
astonishment with which he put his hands to his head, and
looked up with the water streaming over his face, the pose, the
uncertainty, and the costume—the innocent countenance of. the
sailor, who had been pledged to secrecy—this combinati

mbination of
mental and physical oddities forme
charm. Lawyer S—never knew what had happened: but fre-

quently spoke with admiration of the f.
- orce and r 'd- .
which t!.1: water had been dashed over him! e

d a tableay of surpassing

Mrs, Malapmp_

Absolute and Sir Lucius O'Trigger, cha

as each character 2 a
Scandal” oo

th:': part of Sir Anthony
NEINg my wig and coat

‘the stage, “The Sch
: ool fi
followed, when Pp. Taylor was an admirable Lu;};

Peter: '
eter; and the Lancer, in the character of

=

-
The Voyage

Charles Surface, amused the audience by his 1mp;ssu;;11:ll
toasting of Maria in the after-dinner scene, whom he €
[ . _ 17
MEE: -werc many other eccentric characters on b.onrd. \;I_‘:;Z
appearance, sayings, and doings wnE:Id afford amusing suTJhﬂrr:
of portraiture; but T will only mention one or two mn;;“ =
was Major—, an Irish officer, kind-hcartcfl an_d lmpT.;_ bl;mad
rather peculiar-looking; very tall and thin, ?nth fmt 'n:g o
about him but his accent. Two sisters were with h+trn. 1;1 ﬁr mc:
and ladylike girls, though too young to have attained full 2

of figure. _
The Major had many amia

appetite. What specially amulsi A
inner to have two plate . : e
i‘:::ﬂf:;;d so that he had double rations. And this pc;uhlaa::jy
was specially exhibited when one day, not far frnr‘rjl t :d wa;
and unhappy half-starved snipe came oOn buard,: a i
caught. This he had roasted and brought up at dinper -the;
when he carefully helped each of his s'istcrs, \tfrhu: sat on €I s
side of him, with a lezg—something like a hairpin—and ate

rest of ‘the bird himself. :
Such were some of - the amusing

board ship— happy, especially to me. : :
The whole voyage was one uninterrupted period of cheer

fulness and geniality, untainted, save by one boyish dlspu::
easily settled, by a single quarrel or contretemps. The c‘m_ y
occasion on which countenances werc gloomy and spw:s
depressed was near the close, when a-.l'l the tobacco—even the
quids of the sailors, which were greedily purc_hascd—ha’.:d beer;
expended. “‘I alone, among them all”, was still happy; for
never smoked. Once only in my boyhood 1‘ had made the
attempt, in imitation of my s:ni::rrs. but was so ill that [ never
ventured on the experiment again.

On this occasion I gloried in my isolation; but even the days
of no tobacco will pass away, and our near approach to the end
of the voyage, which everyone longed for, except myself, helped
to restore equanimity to the smokeless world. And when we at
Jast entered the ‘‘Bay of Bengal™, faces were almost as smooth

as the surface of the sea.

ble qualities and an overbearing

d us all was that he managed
ach side of

incidents of our life on
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THREE

IN CALCUTTA

) On the evening of the 29th October 1829, the gallant
“Victory® cast anchor in the Hooghly, some little distance still
from the Ghat, or landing-place of Calcutta, but well withi
the confines of “Garden Reach’'. | i
]EﬁTh: departure n!‘ so large number of our fellow passengers

: a sad blank in our assembly, and, as it was too late for
{::“:s to leavc_thr: sh_ip, the rest of us remained on board, some
tnga:fdt'n t:mr cabins, others sitting or reclining on deck

in desultory conversation, recalling the incidents of tht.;

g, more or less hopefully, on the
us.. But we were not alone; as the night

our ears, becom-
:Iimur? loud, and after a few minutes we
w‘n;usmal Society of the persevering and
» With whom some of s at least

leasant int;
Next morning we weighe S

Hooghly. As we passeq pgr. oo 274 Sailed slowly up. the
end of the “Reach” lthc MTI John Palmer’s house nearly at the
2 hearty cheer jp l'ur:rm:u,ut o' manned the yards ang raised

of
revered by all jn Calcutyg the owner, 2 man respected and

Were introduced lo
:rr:]?rtssiblc mosquito
- were

In Calcutta

of Bengal. With the spirit of generous hospitalily

9

the ‘Victory'; among them were Mr. G. Battye and the Hon.

john Elliott, one of the most popular of Anglo-Indians,

: time Postmaster-General
nephew of Lord Minto, and at that g

ite of
India was then, and is still, to some extent, renowned (spite

reduction of salaries and rise of prices), Mr. Elliott mvflcd m'::
though a stranger, to accompany my frim:u:l and cal:m; ::R
panion, Pierce Taylor, as a guest to his house, anca tair;
Farquharson, the brother of our captain, as w:llb ﬂ;'s E:its.
Farquharson himself and his wife, were also to b€ (;hg'dding
we formed a large party, and on reaching the Ghat and Ihnus:
farewell to our fellow-passengers, wended our way to his s
in Chowringhee Road, some in Mr. Elliott’s carr‘mgc. : ﬁrs;
and myself among the number, in a ‘palankeen;, for the

ime in our lives. _

| A curious incident happened to me on the way. A fat ln‘ﬂ:
inan with a large turban and pleasant face ran along by the s
of my palankeen, and in broken English offered himself as nI;y
“sirdar bearer” or head domestic servant. | read the letters ;
showed me, and liking his countenance, appearance, an
manner, at once engaged him. I have got his portrait.

The character of this man afforded a striking specimen of

the many good qualities which are frequently i-'nund.' as 1 hav:
since expericnced, in the natives of India, Hindoo an
Mahomedan. ' |
My little factotum ‘‘Doorjun®’, was 5tn.1p15r a 1:::11!:::[1i
‘honesty, patience, devotion to his master’s m'tern:sts, genﬂrﬂ
amiability and unswerving faithfulness were in him cOnspicuous.
He lived with us for more than twenty years, and when he du.::l
I might truly say “I could have bztter spared a better man .

Peace be to his manes.

1 had in my carly days heard little, and imagined less, of
India. My father, who while living on his own estates was
ruined by a dishonest agent, and subsequently entered the

army, had died when | was four years old, leaving my mother
a widow with seventeen children. My eldest brother, Archdale
Wilson Tayler, had been there as chaplain for some years when
I was a child, and returned, while [ was yet a boy, to England,
where shortly afterwards he obtained a living.
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10

Another brother had gone out to India as a cadet jp,

1823.

He was an extraordinary character, and the name of “Tom
Tayler” was for many years afterwards n_uturiuus at Harrow,
He formed, however, an intimate friendship with the young
Duke of Dorset, who dying while yet at school, left him a
handsome legacy, which, with Lord Clive’s pension subsequ-

ently obtained, rendered him independent.

Of Calcutta, and its grand appellation of “City of Palaées",
I had of course frequently heard, and although I was not like
the being described in the Calcutta Review, who “dreams of

turbaned horsemen, glittering scimitars, and snorting Arabs”,
I certainly did look forward with pleasurable expectation to the
sight of something romantic, if not exceptionally crand.

And I confess I was to some extent disappointed—"turbaned
horsemen’’, “glittering scimitars”, and all such oriental objects,
I looked for in vain; not an Arab horse was to be seen, not the
shadow of an elephant, not the scent of a tiger could be
discovered.

In our passage up the river we certainly had seen handsome
houses with flourishing gardens, and I had welcomed the palm-
trees as giving a foretaste of the oriental scenery which I
anticipated.

But on reaching the Ghat, or landing-place, all such visions
vanished. There was crowded shipping, a fort, some handsome-
looking mansions, a striking structure, called the Bishop’s
pal_an:e, on the opposite side of the river, and a noble building

pmnf::d nut“ as the Government House; but this was the only
::;:spi:f: fta(: bl:;;jﬂ::; ’I'SI;; Ehjectls ll;:at immediat'ely met the
s ot e kﬂa".c e }:} palankeens, creaking bu!lcn?k-
tants, a sprinkling of parj At t:.vn g e

s 8 1 pariah dogs, crows in abundance, odours
multifarious.

These were the objects around and before us; imagination

was starved, romance yield ' :
: ed to reality, dre isi
vanished into thin air, ¥, dreams and visions

~ The whole scene, in short, w
me, probably because I had |
different, What was noticeable
and had in it no tinge of roman

as disappointing, at least to
ooked for something altogether
Wwas not, as I expected, Eastern,
ce; the houses, though large and

Memoirs of William Tayf;r
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In Calcutia

jllars
handsome, were square and unadorned —no domes, or pillars,

or arches to be seen. , 3 )
The fact is, “‘orientalism’ anglicised is prosaic; the brow

semi-nude figures which might strike the sight, we hadef:E
and become accustomed to the day before, Eh= rest ud'

human world were common-place and unimposing. T!H'-* ' liatI:
pointment was my own fault; 1 had allowed imaginatio e
feed itself without restraint or correction by study or researci

I suffered accordingly.

Some of my readers may :
derivation of the word “Calcutta”. It is. ‘
name of the wonderful goddess “Kali’,

"
otherwise called ‘““Doorgah ™. : s i
There is'a celebrated temple 2 few miles from Calcutta,

a place called *'Kali Ghat”, dedicated to this deity, ant:n:;:_
from this that, by a slight metamorphosis of letters, the na

Calcutta is derived.

When fairly under my kind
shown into a room to cleanse an
cal disfisurements, and prepare for my In
under the denomination of ¢+iffin” (luncheon) wa

as speedily to be served.

And while here sitting down for
England, in solitude and quiet,
incessant excitement, and with the e
voices in my ear, my memory su
home and its belongings, which I ha

of miles away. _ _ -
‘The image of my beloved mother, beautiful though 1n age,

my numerous brothers and sisters of whom I, the s:v:;ﬂiu::lt:
in number, was the youngest; my relations an::I many t;ctlil :ad:
especially the large family of the Blencowes, with whom

lived almost as much as in my own home. _
" Ilooked out of the window, and an unmi

RS . : R
scene was exhibited, in which the principa :
or goblins, but strange to say, a biped

nteresting and offensive, but wl"lil:h‘ in
Il worthy of notice if not admiration,

be interested in knowing the
in fact taken from 'th:
the wife of Shiva,

host’s hospitable roof, [ was

d purify myself from all nzu.}ti-
dian meal, which

§ announcad

the first time since I left
after the many months of
cho of the sound of many
ddenly reverted to the dear
d left now some thousands

stakably comic
tors were not

men, women, children,
generally regarded as um
India 1s a character we

viz. the crow.

T, —

- —
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THE CROW

Just opposite my window

» where the kitchen and
offices were situated, e

I perceived a group of fifteen or twen

[
crows, some perched on the roof, some on the edge of th}ﬂ:
building, several on the ground, one or two slowly hopping, and
others taking convulsive and short flights, '

It was a busy and ep i
ErOssSIng moment, and t .
€aper attention was evidently e object of

3 [he ht‘ﬁ L1 : E
the kitchen. The crows of cour i under preparation in

; ; se knew it, as th
Ln-:‘:tw what is likely to benefit them? The seibcin
their allotted parts, and

o y all seemed to have
ppropriat i ;

ground with their heads oo attitudes; those-on the
tions inside, and

forward, evidently watching the opera-
flights in case of

ready at any moment to take short rapid
leaned over

danger; those on the | d i
T edge of the kitchen roof

: On one side, |j i

cﬂd:ayu N y listenin and

still “TINE Lo peer in from above; those at o greate qn:l'g
Sccmed to be calculating the SR

distant nterval, and preparin
dash. All were cram—ful] of intelligent A e
purpose. gent preparation and

L]

the kj : A khidmutgar

mumt:ﬁhm" With a covered dish. A w:rg inET:rgtc_l from
some a];na hu-;;,-?d round as the man crusscdehmr In a
b OSt touching his head, and qui the yﬂ.l'd-
Fcives Quite equal to helping

out of the dish, if jt
another minute a secong man [ i bc:; dlfﬂlpmteuted. in
15 uncovered;

. _ ollowed, with
€xcitement then became . and had pot fi
2 watchful

. intense

compa ] |

? Panion bc'::n close behind, the leg of in j

ave lost no little o T ot

fits substance.

13
The Crow

When they found themselves foiled they r:tir:ﬂd in appa:::;lj;
undisturbed humour, and satisfied th:r:;selv:s with some scrap
! itchen door.
c¢h were thrown out of the kite : ' '
mehis curious scenc—the intelligence united with sclt:' r::::;::
' [ tion of the birds—greatiy 1 5t-
the cunning looks and quiet mo e
[ thought more ©
e, and T am free to confess that :
:I:LT all the sights I had yet seen, and the all-pervading C;rv;:
Bengalensis was henceforth booked as one of the facts

erved. = S !
I:"‘bs".l'hvzr Indian crow is, in fact, 2n institution; he pervades

- his

every department of Sﬂ?iﬂyﬁ'fm:;gli:ﬂ;aﬁ:: ut]:i :ii:; ;l:':f =
or man’s companionsiip,
]:l'i.r:df and the sympathetic interest which he appf.:r:l l: b:::
in the arrangements, pursuits, and Furpuslcs ufﬁlh: ud:i.n:ﬁv:-
with svhom he may be said t;:: associate, give him a dis &
1 ntirely exceptional character. _
1 ﬂ?:_ :nii:tle hriwn baby of six munths_ old is squatted -:'Inwbnu;n
the mud, left by its mother to shift E‘nr itsell, one or tw uemﬂi:
crows, with curious and patmnimpg ln_nks. are sure to rdﬂinﬂ
near it, hopping round and peering into its face, but never id
i L

hnr;‘o::ctt?;r:;r?:deed. a stronger feeling than curiosity t:mp{;s-
him to disregard the difference of meum and tuum, and lea 's
to unauthorised interference with the int:ant’s prnpf:rt::. I::r.ut his
peculations even then are conducted with a ct':rtatn considerate
abstemiousness which is quite foreien to the mind of the human
thm{ins a boy of more advanced years come t:? gricf—-pefhaps
dropped his basket—while his mother, uph:cdmgf the Ecmd:nli:
has walked before him, there is the 1rrrpr.:ssihlc corvus
clearly cognizant of the gvent, and while Innk_mg uuﬁt for any
possible contents which may be useful to himself, is n:mf!}r. to
respond to the sufferer’s call of Ma! Ma! by the sym[:iﬂthlsmg
Ca! Ca! And the presence of an older child is no efficient pro-
tection, as the persistent crow will still exhibit his interest in the
infant, though in its nurse’s arms.

The peculiar attributes of the Indian crow did not escape
the notice of Mr. Macaulay when in India. Mr. O. Trevelyan,
in his interesting life of that statesman, writes of him: _

“Regularly every morning his studies were broken in upon

e
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" Memoirs of William Tayler

by the arrival of his baby nicce, who came to feed the
with the toast which accompanied his early cup of tea, a Crows
mony during which he had much ado to protect the cilii‘d ch-
the advance of a multitude of birds, each almost as bj i
herself. which fluttered around her as she stood on th' 12 as
the verandah.” € steps of
But I never witnessed a more striking instance of this bird’
calculating intrusiveness than [ did many years HftEl‘W"ll'd;r s
Ca_ntack‘ on an occasion when my wife, after severe i”ﬂﬂ;q ‘;m
lying on her couch, convalescent, but weak. One of theh:;iﬂ as
of her room was opened to admit the air, when a choice :l‘s
of Ccrows quictly entered from the verandah with cautinup ni
SABIIATEE SOPS, and commenced helping themselves to s-:»m5 i
the delicacies there placed, utterly regardless of the thraat:_uf
gestures of the invalid and one of our little girls, who wﬂmr-lg
113: room, the unreality of which they pcrfec:l unde IS :jn
directly, however, our little boy came in, and nmg .
attempt with a real stick, they at once vanished e s
In short, whenever man, woman, or child are sufficiently at

rest, or engaged in occupati ;
ons :
ornithological mind, the trgw is pr:s}g :‘rufﬁbm:nt o VO
e o e nt, abrupt '
alw ?}'!_'* inquisitive, but seldom rampant ::rr nnt::gnsrt:::;:mes, e
tis I e 5 .
Saaios ‘:rf-‘l;mus fa-::t' but one which has confirmed me in the
celebriti y selection of the crow as one at least, of
. L]
kmwr:lne:.huf C.alcutta~that since the circumstance ha; nh -
n, there as scarcely a friend who has not h i
amusing anecdote to relate regarding him ad some
A choice 1 g s .
WL r::;v:.i;nstance nfﬁthrs interesting biped’s achievements
% ad in a cle_\fcr little work recently published b Sl
cn.EE'] Cl‘:;llaﬂ. which I am here tempted to - ': Y a young
‘One day, : at:
i o :h:} a Cashmerian woman was found by a magi
close to h ghmu“d, and weltering in her blood. “O o
her husha:rd’ ; perceived that her nose had Just ijcen sy
(the usual process when green-cyed je ';’ulnﬁ’ id
: alousy in-

[ i
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The Crow

seized the opportunity, and
arried off the bleeding
feast for the watchful

of the scene,
d down and ¢
an unexpected

unregarded spectator
in that moment pounce
nose in triumph—a tit bit,

bird and his family!” CIEE .
Many and various arc the records of this bird’s eccenlric

proceedings, and 1 always feel that he himself r:gardﬁs me asa
friend, and sympathises with me in the love for the ridiculous.
Dr. Smith, our excellent clergyman at Boulogne, where 1 cufn-
menced this work, and who had passed many years in India,
tells me that a crow once actually built its nest on the top of
the weather-cock of a church in Calcutta, in which he was then
performing service! An interesting little book, Natural History,
Sport, and Travel, lately published by my son-in-law, Mr. E.
Lockwood, also gives the following characteristic instance of
corvine intelligence. He writes: “‘The crows were great protec
tors of an aviary which I had made in my house, for 2 pair of
shikra hawks—would often come and sit on a casuarina, a trec
close by, watching the birds in the cage with longing eyes, and
occasionally, when the coast was clear, swoop down at them:
but they never could remain there long, for the Crows, which
regarded my garden as their own property, persecuted them sO

vigorously that they wer¢ always forced to retreat”.
On one occasion, I witnessed a deliberate struggle between

human and corvine intellect, in which my interesting friends

were the sufferers.
It is a process which very few have witnessed, and though

the man in the end was victorious, it was only by the exercise
of incessant perseverance and profound deceit.

My readers will probably be surprised to hear that at some
painfully remote period, long before the present world was
created, the crow was able to boast of his antiquity prior even
to the Almighty *Brahma”, as the following quotation will
show:

“Brahma commanded that witnesses should be heard, and
first he called upon the crow. But the crow was busy with her
devotion, and cried ‘Who art thou that callest me?" “Itis I,
Brahma, the master of the Vedas. and dost thou, poor carrion
bird, dare to despise my summons?’ Then said the ancient crow,

“Which Brahma art thou? I have seen a thousand Brahmas live

and die, There was he with a thousand faces, whose existence

e

e
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was as a period of five days to me, Thoy -
terday from the body of Vishnu, and g b
Then Brahma entreated the crow, and Mmap
Indradyumna that had built the temple”

Acain, we read that a crow was rnckin
?nmc snleﬁmn occasion—when “suddenly t
it soared into the heaven of Vishny.

The above quotations are taken from Dy

work on Indian statisti i Hunter's '
ICS, andl If WE hE”E\I’E‘ admlrahlf FIVE

us rather an ennobled idea of our black frien;hem’ ould gi

Tﬂ}' If_"r

ﬂ]"n h],[t
dest ¢,
she declareg 'iC;u

yes,
me,
Way
g i[SE]fnn a [ree

aking g glorioys rmnn

m,

NOTABILITIES OF CALCUTTA

Although 1 have, without any hesitation or qualms of
“Monsieur Corbeaun™ (Corvus

conscience, given the palm to U
ymong the interesting notabili-

Bengalensis) as facile princeps a :
ties of India, therc are other objects well worthy of passing

remark. Among these may safely be mentioned the ““adjutant™.
The native name of this re markable bird is, properly pronounc
ed, “hur-gila”, or bone-swallower; but in the scientific glossary

it has been converted into “argala’, the name by which it is
commonly known in [ndia. How he obtained the more familiar

appellation of “adjutant™ I have not yet ascertained.

thor @Uﬂrg

BnnE*Swallﬁwer

A
e 7

standing in rows, with the exacti-
especially when anything is going
n and excites their gastric aspira-
the appearance of a detachment of

The practice at times of
tude of military discipline,
on that attracts their attentio
tions, at times gives them

well-drilled soldiers.
The manner and bearing of the “adjutant”, and the whole

tenor of its daily life, is remarkable. The calm majestic dignity
of its aspect and attitude, when disturbed by any exciting
incident, is worthy of .mitation by archbishop, judge, or
emperor, For hours together, if not for the entire day, he
remains perched on arch or wall, sometimes alone in solitary
grandeur, at others, when there is special attraction, as on the
wall of the Calcutta hurinl-gmund', attended by a host of com-

panions; sometimes standing on two legs, somelimes only on

m—

— o o Y T
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