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FOREWORD

It is usually admitted that the Maratha environment and
Shivaji’s ancestry made him what he was. Quite a few historians,
however, find it difficult to explain as to why the Marathas burst-
forth with the brilliance that they did in the 17th century
‘unless one surrenders to the great man doctrine and attributes
it all to Shivaji’. Born on 20th April, 1627 (9th March, 1630
according to another and less probable version) Shivaji rose like
a meteor.

The land known as Maharashtra occupies a prominent place
in the 17th century history of India. Like any other linguistic
region Maharashtra is difficult to be defined, more particularly
because the Marathas migrated from their ancestral land far
towards north, south and the east, but according to G.S. Sardesai
it is “a right-angled triangle of which one side is repre-
sented by the western coast-line from Daman to Karwar
and the other from Daman straight east to Nagpur and
Gondia. . . . the hypotenuse of this triangle would be an irregular
line joining Gondia to Karwar and touching in its course the
tours of Belgaum, Sholapur and Bidar”. The people in the
forest-clad hilly tract are naturally adventurous and hardy. A
fair part of this region, with sufficient rainfall and fertile soil
has very good crop of paddy, cocoanut, mango and palm, making
life prosperous and happy. The whole tract, being inaccessible,
is fortlike and also suitable for building fortresses. The hard life
easily makes warrior out of a Maratha who is reputed for
gratitude to friends and defiance of enemies eversince the days of
Hiuen Tsang. Apart from geographical coherence the Marathas
also have linguistic unity and over the ages such saints and
savants as Jnaneshwar, Hemadri, Chakradhar, Eknath, Tukaram
and Ramdas, through their doctrine of Bhakti, emphasized the
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and the Nimalkars of Pheltan were the three mno:::. a.m o
families. The Bhonsles traced the descent from the Siso a_wmu:o
Chittor and the Hoyasalas of the Deccan, but for ,E.S.H of .ow
proofs it is difficult to accept either of the propositions wit E“wm
amount of certitude. Babaji Bhonsle, the great mﬂ.:&m%ﬂr !
Shivaji, was an ordinary Patel but his two sons Maloji mma <_H~.”_
have often been spoken of as Rajas. Maloji succeeded :w ge _. g
the hands of Jijabai, daughter of Nizamshahi noble Lakhuji “.—ma?:m
Rao, for his son Shahji and thereby the status and a.nch:os 0
the Bhonsle family acquired a new height. Shahji collaborated
with Malik Ambar, the extremely able Abyssinian slave, who was
at one time, the effective head of the State of Ahmad Nagar.
E.S. Sardesai sees a direct line of inspiration running from Ambar
to Shivaji, through his father Shahji, who served under >B_um.7
In the battle of Bhatavadi, November, 1624, Malik Ambars
superior tactics and patient manoeuvring as well as mvm_:_.w
genius checked the hitherto invincible Mughal armies and _.c.::m
respect Ambar and even Shahji, can be regarded as militaly
precursor of Shivaji in the Deccan.

The most prominent influence, however, that moulded
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Shivaji’s personality and career was the proud and religious
character to his mother Jijabai, whose blessings were something
like divine grace of him. Jijabai’s neglect by her husband who
married another and more beautiful wife, Tukabai Mohite,
deepened Shivaji’s love and respect for her more and more.
Another very important influence was that of his guardian-tutor,
Dadaji Kondadeva, who trained him in acquiring proficiency not
only in wrestling, swimming, hunting, horsemanship and the use
of arms but also in the art of governance. Shivaji grew up into
a fearless boy with no sense of subordination to a higher
authority. After the death of Dadaji in 1647 he completely
became his own master. His adventurous spirit burst forth early
in his life when he captured the hill fort of Torna, then under
Bijapur. In 1646, it was followed by the acquisition of the forts of
Chakan and Kondana. He had, however, to restore Kondana and
other forts to secure release of his father from the captivity of
the Sultan of Bijapur in 1649. The conquest of the impregnable
fort of Purendar in 1648 and of Javli in 1656 followed next. All
this made him the master of the entire Maval region and opened
new vistas for territorial expansion. He made Raigarh his seat of
Government. During the period 1657-59 Shivaji’s power increased
inordinately. He raided and captured northern Konkan including
the towns of Kalyan and Bhivandi. It was at Kalyan that a
beautiful Muslim girl said to be the daughter-in-law of Mulla
Ahmed Nawayat, the deputy of the Bijapur ruler at Kalyan, was
offered to Shivaji as part of booty by the Maratha troops, but the
master treated the lady with honour and kindness and sent her
back to her people in Bijapur with presents of costly ornaments
and dresses. The oft repeated event of this period is the famous
Afzal Khan episode of 1659 wherein Shivaji was called upon to
show all his military and diplomatic skill. The Bijapur government
had suffered considerable loss at the hands of Shivaji. After the
death of Sultan Muhammad Adil Shah, the Queen Dowager, Bari
Saheba summoned courage and despatched Abdulla Bhatari,
entitled Afzal Khan at the head of ten thousand soldiers against
Shivaji. According to Manucci, Afzal Khan swooped down upon
Shivaji with such tremendous speed that the latter was forced to
seek refuge by retreating into the hilly regions.
Afzal Khan then had recourse to diplomacy. He sent
Krishnaji Bhaskar to induce Shivaji to submission or at least to
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wait on him. The latter agreed to the proposal of a personal inter-
view in a village near Pratapgarh. He then posted his chosen troops
in concealed manner on both sides of the path. Himself wore a
coat of chain armour under his tunic, steel cap under his turban,
steel claws or baghnakha in his left hand and a small scorpion or
bichhwa-shaped dagger in his right sleeve. Both then moved
towards each other at appointed place and time along with two
trusted companions each. It was Afzal Khan who first struck Shivaji
with his sword while in embrace but in vain due to the armour.
Shivaji’s attack with steel claws, however, tore the Khan’s bowel
open. Shivaji’s concealed army did the rest. There has often been
a controversy regarding who had recourse to treachery first but
the best comment that is possible on the whole drama on the
basis of available materials is that Shivaji exploited the alleged
goodwill interview to better advantage. Afzal Khan might be
exonerated of the charge of treachery but surely his intentions
were evil. Shivaji followed up his victory by capturing the fort of
Panhala and defeating the Bijapur forces under Rustam Zaman
and Fazl Khan, son of Afzal Khan. By January 1660 he was also
master of Vasantgarh, Khelha, Pangna and other forts in the
vicinity.

Shivaji is better known for his clashes with the Mughals.
The first of these occurred as early as in 1657 when Aurangzeb,
then Viceroy of the Deccan, invaded Bijapur. Initially Shivaji
offered to serve the Mughals but getting no encouraging reply
from Aurangzeb, he aligned himself with Bijapur and continued
to harass the Mughal forces until Bijapur made peace with the
Mughals. Nevertheless, the seeds of Shivaji-Aurangzeb antagonism
had been sown.

In the Deccan Shaista Khan (1601-94), the maternal uncle
of Aurangzeb, was the in-charge of imperial affairs but he could
hardly achieve any success against Shivaji, who raided his camp
in 1663 and cut off his thumb in his own residence. Shivaji laid
seize upon the flourishing port of Surat in 1664 but the very cS.:
year he was defeated by Aurangzeb’s Rajput general Mirza Raja
Jai Singh and was forced to surrender twenty three forts through
the treaty of Purandar.

Shivaji-Jai Singh episode deserves to be seen in a little
greater detail. According to the terms of the Treaty of Purandar,
Mirza Raja Jai Singh forced Shivaji to surrender “to the Mughals

The Lion of Maharashtra

1
ﬂsonai.r_,oo of his forts with an annual yield of four lakhs of hyp'
but retained twelve for himself including Rajgarh, yielding o:.
lakh of hun annually on condition of :

. service and loyalty to the
Emperor ; his son Shambhuji was to be created a panjhezari

mansabdar with a suitable jagir ; Shivaji himself was to be
exempted from attendance at the Emperor's court like other
nobles ms.a Rajas but he promised to render military service
.muv;zuaqo in the Deccan ; Shivaji would pay forty lakhs of hup
in thirteen annwal instalments, if, after the expected Mughal
conquest of Bijapur, he was confirmed in the possession of certain
lands with an annual yield of four lakhs of hun in the lowlands of
Konkan and five lakhs of hun in the uplands (Balaghat), which he
would occupy from Bijapur ; Shivaji would help the Mughals in
the Bijapur campaign”.

One question that immediately arises, after going through
terms of the Treaty of Purandar, is as to why Shivaji, so well
known for his tenmacity, gave up resistance to the imperialist
forces. On the authority of Grant Duff it is admitted that Jai
Singh’s reputation and military might threw Shivaji and his
principal officers out of gear. To make things worse, it is said
that Shivaji had been forewarned about his failure against Jai
Singh by goddess Bhavani. According to Sir J.N. Sarkar,
Shivaji’s surrender was the outcome of his humiliating defeat at
the hands of Jai Singh and the likely definite fall of Purandar.
But what actually prompted Shivaji most to choose surrender
instead of resistance is that he felt thoroughly isolated in the
Deccan politics and according to the author of Basatin Us Salatin
““Shiva despairing of help from Bijapur (against the Moghuls)
made peace with Jai Singh”. In fact Shivaji was made to bow
before the masterful diplomacy of Raja Jai Singh, who through
his manoeuvres led to a coalition of all the Deccani powers
against Shivaji. The Mirza Raja, despite express orders from his
master, the Emperor Aurangzeb, shunned from measuring swords
simultaneously with both Shivaji and the Bijapur ruler Adil Shah.
Indeed there was always a threat of Shivaji, Bijapur and
Golkunda forming a triple entente, formidable enough to shake
the mighty Mughal Empire. As history was to prove later that
the Mughals failed to take upon even Bijapur alone. Surely ms&.
must have failed disastrously had there been a combined
resistance from Shivaji, Bijapur and Golkunda, or even only the
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first two powers. .
It is, therefore, that Jai Singh has been universally praised

for having had recourse to a policy that kept Shivaji friendless in
the Deccan politics and reduced him to dire straits militarily. Jai
Singh was also very conscious of communication hazards which
the Mughal forces were likely to encounter in the hilly Maratha
tracts. On the basis of ‘Haft Anjuman’ of Raja Jai Singh’s
munshi, Udiraj alias Tali’ yar containing the despatches of the
Raja to Emperor Aurangzeb it is known that Jai Singh wanted
the Emperor ‘to use Shivaji against Adil Shah virtually as a
Mughal sentinel in the Deccan’. In other words, as Dr. Jagadish
Narayan Sarkar puts it, “Jai Singh planned to use Shivaji as a
lever against Bijapur in consonance with an eternal principle of
diplomacy. He had the foresight to rtegard the Deccan problem
as a whole”. G.S. Sardesai, also alludes to a Persian letter said to
have been written on behalf of Shivaji to Jai Singh “‘appealing to
his heart as a Hindu to appreciate and support the national and
religious uplift undertaken by Shivaji in order to deliver his land
from the oppressive Muslim yoke. Shivaji urged that as Hindus
they must both work together to win back their religious
liberty. . ..” This is difficult to substantiate that Jai Singh
adopted a pro-Shivaji policy on account of any national and
religious consideration. In all probability he acted thoroughly like
a faithful Mughal diplomat whose wisdom was wasted on
suspicious Aurangzeb who instead of appreciating Jai Singh’s
diplomatic moves mistook him as a Hindu collaborator of
Shivaji, at least initially.

Nevertheless, Jai Singh’s diplomatic manoeuvres would have
fallen on wayside had Shivaji acted in keeping with his
reputation of a lover of freedom and a thorough hater of Mughal
rule. But if Shivaji acted otherwise it was not without any reason,
as already seen. Dr. J.N. Sarkar observes, ““Shivaji perhaps
expected some advantages from surrender. Indeed he stooped to
mm.mn. Far from losing all his forts he retained twelve of them.
His sense of prestige was satisfied by the exemption from
mzmcamcno at court. At the same time the protection under
Imperial service was a suitable reply to his diplomatic isolation
In the Deccan. But his greatest potential advantage perhaps was
the chance of wresting, with Imperial sanction, Bijapur lands in
the Konkan and the Balaghat”. Though his prospect could never

-charities
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be realised yet it can safely be said that Shivaji-Jai Singh

-episode clearly brings forth Shivaji’s diplomatic acumen and

capacity to foresee things in wider perspective, Shivaji was also
lured away by Raja Jai Singh to wait upon Aurangzeb at Agra,

‘the idea being that he could be introduced into the Mughal

Mansabdari system. Eventhough Shivaji had no faith in
Aurangzeb he acceded to the proposal of Jai Singh probably with
a view to acquire a personal knowledge of the conditions in the
north and to win over contact in the Mughal court. But he was

.offered only affronts at the court when he was made to stand in

the Imperial Court along with the panjhazari mansabdars and
ignored by the Emperor as commonplace. The wily Maratha
made best of the humiliating situation by walking away from the

.court. Aurangzeb’s entreaties through Ram Singh, Jai Singh’s

son, failed to pacify the wounded pride of Shivaji who refused to
accept either the Emperor’s Khilat, i.e., the dress of honour or
even his request for audience. Shivaji preferred death to
humiliation and, therefore, wrote to the Emperor to permit him
to go to his homeland in the south. But to his surprise he was put
under house arrest. Those who had suffered at his hands or were
opposed to Jai Singh tried to secure chastisement of Shivaji.
They included even the ladies of the harem such as Jahanara and
the wife of Shaista Khan. The Emperor himself was
contemplating of doing Shivaji to death but if he was delaying
the same it was only because of the fear of opposition from Raja
Jai Singh.
Shivaji, meanwhile, feigned illness and started sending out
in baskets as an aid to his quick recovery. One day
both Shivaji and his son Shambhuji escaped from the prison by
concealing themselves in two big baskets of sweets. All efforts to
search out Shivaji went in vain and soon a legend grew that he

‘was a master magician who could enter into Shaista Khan’s

house or get out of Aurangzeb’s custody like thin air. Shivaji
had safely returned to Maharashtra and started reorganising

'his territories anew.
In the meanwhile, Raja Jai Singh did not succeed in conquer-

ing Bijapur. He fell from the grace on account of Shivaji’s escape,
no central assistance was made available to him and he was
finally recalled. The faithful Raja could not survive this treatment
from the Emperor and died on his way home in 1667.
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Aurangzeb’s attention was claimed by the tribal outbreaks on the

north-west frontier and several other disturbances that year. This-

gave Shivaji the most sought after opportunity and he proclaimed
himself Chhatrapati in 1674. This meant that Shivaji assumed.
complete independence as a ruler and in a way also assumed .
equality with his former master, the Sultan of Bijapur. He made

extensive conquests in 1677 in the region of Andhra Pradesh in

the name of Qutb Shah of Golkunda. The year 1680, however,

proved an anti-climax to such an adventurous life and Shivaji-
died in April that year.

Shivaji has the most coveted place in the Maratha history
because it was he who brought about unity amongst the scattered.
and disorganized Marathas and welded them into a secure State.
He founded a new kingdom in Maharashtra after a struggle
ranging over thirty years. Maharashtra, Konkan and part of the
Carnatic were included in his kingdom which yielded an annual
revenue of rupees one crore huns. His administration was-
fashioned after the traditions of Vijayanagar and Bijapur and the
economic basis of his administration was the plunder levied from
other lands by mounted guerillas. He spared neither the Mughals
nor the Deccan kings and harassed them all by pillaging their
lands. He claimed from their people the chauth or one-fourth of
the assessed revenue as well as Sardeshmukhi, a further levy of
one-tenth, claimed on the fabricated ground that Shivaji’s family
was entitled to it as being the principal Deshmukh, or collector of
revenue in Maharashtra. Whether proper or not, surely Chauth
and Sardeshmukhi provided Shivaji with enough wealth to be able
to pay his troops in cash, and to recruit auxiliaries, the dreaded
bargir, and in the process he did not have to have recource to the
cumbrous and prevalent system of jagirs.

A far more fascinating aspect of Shivaji’s life and character
is that he has been depicted as rousing the Hindus “from their
torpor where they had been thrown by the conquests and the
tyrannies of the Mughls”. When at a later date Bal Gangadhar
Tilak (1857-1920) wanted the Indians to become strong, proud
mca united, he placed before them the life and character of”
Shivaji by organising Shivaji festival. In fact the Marathas under
Shivaji taught Indians of all times how to fight and demonstrated.
».rma :H.ow had some thing to fight for. In a French work produced
in India, entitled Tableau Historique, it has been observed that

ey ity
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the sense of religious community was emphasized by Shivaji as he
sought to mobilize the resources of the Hindus against the
Muslims, particularly against Aurangzeb’s intolerance. The book
clearly states that religious fanaticism was one of the reasons for
the success of Maratha armies. There are other recent histories
also wherein the Marathas have been shown as leading a Hindu
political resurgence which died a premature death without
fulfilling its mission of an all Indian Hindu Empire on account of
British interference. According to M.G. Ranade, this period of
Maratha history witnessed ‘“‘the upheaval of the wholc popu-
lation, strongly bound together by the common affinities of
language, race, religion and literature, and seeking further
solidarity by a common political existence”’.

This was the first experiment of the kind attempted in India
after the disastrous period of foreign Musalman invasions.
Shivaji himself quoted thus, “Why remain content with the
gifts conferred by foreigners, or with our paternal acquisitions
only ? We are Hindus : this whole country is ours, and yetitis
occupied and held by the Muslims. They desecrate our temples,
break our idols, plunder our wealth, convert our countrymen.
forcibly to their religion, kill cows openly ; we will suffer this.
treatment no more. We possess strength in our arms. Let us
draw our sword in defence of sacred religion, liberate our native
country and wealth by our own efforts. . . . if we undertake this.
sacred task, God will surely help us. . . .". .

Similar are the views of G.S. Sardesai. In his opinion
Shivaji aimed at securing religious freedom of all Hindus and not
only at winning territories. This was evident from the fact that
he had a scheme of Hindavi Swaraj as enunciated in a letter
written to Dadaji Naras Prabhu in 1645. Shivaji’s gaze is said to-
have been fixed at the Imperial throne at Delhi. Even his journey
to Agra had been undertaken to assess the condition in northern
India. He proved to be a forerunner of Swami Dayanand to the
extent that he started readmission into Hindu society of the
Hindu converts to Islam. He made Chauth and mmanmchwE E.n
instruments of his expansion. On top of all this his mmnmc bias is
sought to be shown by pointing out that while engaged in conflict
with the Sultans of Deccan and the Mughals, he did non.mmwn
with Rajput Chiefs. These arguments, put forth by mmaommr do
not have much force behind them. Except his protest against the:
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reimposition of the jiziya, he hardly did anything to earn the
epithet of a religious revivalist. He did not even bother to
establish links with the Jats, the Satnamis, the Sikhs and the
powerful Hindu rebellious elements in Northern India. If he
appealed to the Hindu sentiments of Jaswant Singh and Jai
Singh, it was not in satisfaction of any all India Hindu scheme
but merely as a stroke of diplomatic expediency.

By no sketch of imagination can Shivaji be termed as
communal. It has already been seen that he treated the daughter-
in-law of an enemy with utmost respect. His men never looted a
mosque. Once when he saw a copy of Quran amidst the materials
of loot, he became extremely infuriated and the book was
immediately returned to its owner. His scheme of Hindavi
Swaraj never meant disrespect to Islam. Shivaji was an admirer
of Akbar's religious toleration. It can safely be said that Shivaji’s
genius lay in welding his people which consisted mainly of a
minority of highly intelligent and exclusive Brahmins and a
majority of the Shudra class. Percival Spear rightly remarks that
“the defence of cow and country, of religion and the homeland,
was the warcry. It was both Maratha nationalism and Maratha
Hinduism, an embrayonic regional national State”.

Dr. RATNESHWAR MISHRA

INTRODUCTION

Modern historians differ on the date of birth of Shivaji.
Grant Duff says that he was born in May, 1662 at the fort of
Shiv Neri. According to noted historian, Dr. Jadunath Sarkar,
Shivaji was born on 10th April, 1627, while Govind Sakharam
Sardesai’s presumption is that he was born on 6th April instead
of on the 10th. Tilak and others also agree with Sardesai’s view.
Shivaji was born to Lakhuji Jadhava’'s daughter Jijabai. Shahji
son of Moloji, was his father. He spent his early eight years at
the fort of Shiv Neri.

Maharashtra in those days was divided between two
powers—the Mughal Emperor of Delhi and the Ruler of Bijapur.
The sovereignty of most of the inaccessible regions of the land
was in dispute. The Mughal oppression was increasing day by
day. The emergence of Shivaji in such a gloomy period was just
like the rising of the sun from dark clouds. He soon established
his military armies by taking many forts and the court of Bijapur
got alerted and declared him a rebel. On November 10, 1659
Shivaji killed Afzal Khan, the mighty general of Bijapur and
gained victory over his forces. Now was the turn of the
Mughals.

Mughal Commander Shaista Khan had taken Poona. In the
dark night of April 5, 1663, Shivaji entered the palace where
Shaista was slecping as it was the fasting month of Ramzan.
Suddenly cries and rattling of weapons were heard. Shivaji’s men
were putting the Mughal soldiers to sword. Shaista Khan could
not resist them and took to his heels. Poona was now in the
hands of Shivaji. The Mughul Emperor Aurangzeb then sent
Raja Jai Singh to crush Shivaji. Jai Singh was given all civil and
military powers. The gallantry and diplomacy of Jai Singh
compelled Shivaji to surrender. A treaty was arranged. According
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